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Report: “Present Situation of Poverty and Hunger in Africa:
Linkage with our Life in Japan”
Toko TOMITA

An Africa that is confronted with the world’s hunger and new issues

The world’s hunger population, which once exceeded one billion in 2009 due to the impact of
the high food prices that occurred in 2007 and 2008, showed a decline in 2010 due to the
rebound. However, around the world one in six still goes to bed hungry and instead of any sign
of improvement, a significant fear of the worsening of the situation remains because of the
reduction of cereal production and the associated steep rise of prices. “Reduction of the rate of
the hunger population to one half,” which is one of the millennium development goals to be
achieved by 2015, is unlikely to be successful.

In particular, sub-Saharan Africa has the highest proportion of the hunger population to the
entire population and one in three is now suffering from hunger. The new issue that the world is
currently facing is casting a shadow on the food situation in Africa. About 80% of the African
people earn their living from agriculture and most of the region relies on rainfall for the farming.
The conventional farming methods are proving untenable due to the difficulty in weather
forecasting caused by the global climate change. The emission of greenhouse gases, which is the
cause of the climate change, in the African region amounts to only 2% of the world’s emission.
It is the responsibility of the developed countries that impact the agriculture in Africa to address
this issue. The movement to obtain offshore farmlands is occurring worldwide based on the
rapid rise of food price that occurred in 2007 and 2008, and there is a real fear of unstable cereal
prices, and a decrease in the production amount. In particular, in Africa, large tracts of farm
lands for the production of cereals as feed are being acquired for the production of bio-fuels and
are also required due to the worldwide increase in meat consumption. While the development of
a legal system and its implementation are lagging behind, it is feared that many African
countries will become a stage for the exploited acquisition of land and resources.

Examining the world’s food problem based on our food tables

Let’s examine the link between the issues that we, living in Japan, are facing and the world’s
food problem. The food self-sufficiency rate of Japan was 40% in 2009, which means that
Japanese people rely on imports for more than half of the food that is consumed. Food
importation means importing the natural resources such as water and land of the producing
countries as well. For instance, 2000 liters of water is used for growing the food that is
consumed by each Japanese person in a day, which is 1000 times that of the amount of water
that is drunk in a day. In this way, our food tables are built by reliance on the resources of other
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countries. At the same time, as more food is imported from remote areas, more fuel is required
for the transport and the environmental impact increases. The amount of CO, emitted by Japan
for importing food is considered to be about 1690 tons annually, which accounts for about 1%
of the total amount of emissions in Japan.

Of the developed countries, the food self-sufficiency rate of Japan is at the lowest level. At the
same time, the amount of food wasted is at the highest level in the world. About 19 million tons
of food is wasted annually, which is almost twice the amount of cereal produced annually
within Japan (about 10 million tons). The wasteful attitude of Japanese towards food while
importing a vast amount of food by relying on the resources of other countries is far from
sustainable. Mass imports, mass consumption, and mass waste. These attitudes can be
maintained based on the financial power of Japan in purchasing the food in Japan; however, the
cost is high. The world food situation cannot be considered without linking the impact of our
attitudes on the global environment, limited natural resources, and food distribution.

While the food situation is becoming unstable, the creation of a fair relationship between
consumers and producers is required on a global scale. The UN CFS recognizes the roles of
civil society and commercial enterprise as equal partners on the same platform as that of the
government of each country. The UN CFS has also started movements for the future of food in
the world and the solution to the hunger problem. We also must consider the link with the
world’s producers as a feature of our daily diet.
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—Development of agriculture and rural communities aiming to eradicate poverty and hunger—
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239million in Sub-Sahara Africa (1 out of 3)
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