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Our abundant life and culture including eating habit and nutrition have been
supported by various kinds of living creatures. For example, original foods and medicines
have been produced and used in every country and region from indigenous crops, wild
animals and plants. At present, biodiversity is becoming increasingly important as a means
to find out options to battle against new diseases and climatic change, and it will be more
important in the future.

On the other hand, in the agricultural production field, monoculture has been promoted
for higher economic return. As a result, however, we are now facing problems such as soil
erosion, pests, diseases and the disappearance of bee colonies. Therefore, it is necessary to
review the merits and demerits of human activities including agricultural production and to
seek for the better ways compatible with biodiversity.

While productivity improvement is always the target of our challenge, people in the
rural areas are getting daily and foods from various kinds of bio resources in the world and it
can be said that the diversified livelihood in rural areas play a major role in the conservation
of biodiversity. People get materials and spiritual benefits from rich natural resources. We
must recognize “diversification” which is being practiced in rural areas, especially at the site
of rural development, because diversification of livelihood and biodiversity are two sides of
the same coin.

Recently, traditional bio resources such as indigenous crops are reassessed and utilized
as a tool of regional development. In Japan, many groups of farmers, using “biodiversity” as a
tool, produce high priced agricultural products which are eagerly bought by consumers. It
should not be forgotten that agricultural production activities can be affected largely not only
by “production” but also by “consumption”.

In this symposium, we would like to review good and bad aspects of agricultural
production activities and to study how the agriculture and rural development should be
implemented from the viewpoint of food, agriculture and livelihood compatible with
biodiversity.
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Program

13:30 Opening Remarks ~ Mr. Hisao Azuma, President, JAICAF

13:40-14:30 First Session Key Note Speech
“Agricultural Biodiversity: An Essential Base for Food Security and Rural Development”
Dr. Kwesi Atta-Krah

Deputy Director General, Bioversity International
14:30-14:50 Break

14:50-16:50 Second Session  Panel Discussion
“Rural development compatible with biodiversity”
Facilitator: Prof. Takahisa Kusano,
Director of Tokyo International Center, JICA
Guest Professor, Institute of Nutritional Sciences, Joshi Eiyo University
Panelist: Dr. Kwesi Atta-Krah
Dr. Mikio Kimata, Professor/Director,
Field Studies Institute for Environmental Education,
Tokyo Gakugei University
Plants and People Museum Initiative / Forests and Village Foundation
Dr. Yoshiaki Nishikawa, Professor,
Graduate School of International Development, Nagoya University
Mr. Kazuhito Suga, Director, I-I-Network
Vice Secretary General, Japan International Volunteer Center (JVC)
Introduction of the case studies
“Monoculture & its Impacts: A Case in Sabah, Malaysia”
Prof. T. Kusano
“Conservation and revival of indigenous varieties ~Case studies on the
millet and vegetables in Japan~" Dr. M. Kimata
“Linkage among Formal-Informal Institutions for Sustainable and
Participatory Management of Agro-Biodiversity for Rural Development”
Dr. Y. Nishikawa
“Revisiting rural livelihood — utilization, conservation and management

of bio resources in local communities— Mr. K. Suga

16:50-17:00 Closing





